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TO:  
Matthew Webb


Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission


FROM:  Jean Quan, Council President Pro Tempore

DATE:  February 13, 2008
RE:  
Creating of Shepherd Canyon Park Connector Path
SUMMARY:

The proposed path provides an important connection between the Southeast side of Shepherd Canyon Road and a signaled pedestrian crosswalk that leads to Montclair Village.  It will also provide pedestrian connection to an area west of the Fire Station 24 entrance, which is planned for a fire safe demonstration garden in coordination with Oakland Fire Department and the Oakland Wildfire Assessment district.  Along the connector path the Shepherd Canyon Homeowner’s Assn plans native fire safe planting in cooperation with Friends of Sausal Creek, and coordinated with the Fire Safe Demonstration Garden. Currently, there is a narrow foot path in this location close to a steep drop-off.
FISCAL IMPACT

There is minimal fiscal impact, as the proposed trail improvement will use rubble that is currently on site to fill low areas of the terrain to create a path that is wider, more level and that has greater separation between the trail and Shepherd Canyon Road. Use of existing rubble on site as fill will also save the City tipping fees at the dump. Volunteers have helped gather and stage the rubble to be picked up and relocated for use on the trail site. Trail construction will be done by a team of Eagle Scouts under the direction of Martin Matarrese, Parkland Resources Supervisor with the City of Oakland.
BACKGROUND:

The Shepherd Canyon Connector Path was identified as a vital pedestrian connection during two Shepherd Canyon Park Community Workshops conducted by City Council District 4 and the Shepherd Canyon Homeowner’s Association, in 2004.   The path has historically been an informal trail, but is in need of improvement, as it is very narrow, not level, and constrained by adjacent uneven terrain.   

ACTION REQUESTED:

We are asking the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission to approve creating of the Shepherd Canyon Park Connector Path.
__________________________

Jean Quan

Council President Pro Tempore
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