SHEPHERD CANYON HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
 
 
2 August 2007
 
Mike Rivera
City of Oakland Planning Department
250 Frank Ogawa Plaza
Oakland , CA  94611
 
SUBJECT:     CU 07-206, 2162 Mountain Blvd., APN 048D-7244-001-01
                        Application to convert the Methodist Church to a preschool for 75 children
 
Dear Mr. Rivera:
 
We are writing this letter to support the comments from the Andrews Street / Snake Road Neighborhood Association.  We have read their letter and we are in agreement with the concerns they expressed and the suggestions they have made.
 
The project is located at the corner of Snake Road and Mountain Boulevard .  This is the entry point to the Shepherd Canyon neighborhood.  It is a key arterial for traffic in our area and a major point of access.  Increasing congestion at this corner will have an impact on all of us.  Most of us travel through this intersection several times each day.  In addition, there are multiple bus lines that stop in front of the project, and there is a fire house just up hill, making this an important route for both public transportation and emergency vehicles.
 
During the morning and evening commute periods, traffic can back up in all three directions from this corner, especially during the school year when parents are driving their children to Joaquin Miller or Montera Schools .  I have seen traffic backed up southward on Mountain Boulevard past the Union 76 station, and even past Scout Road. It will be the nature of a pre-school that dropping off and picking up the children will occur precisely at the time of the worst commute traffic.  Therefore we believe that mitigations should be included in the conditions of approval that will alleviate the traffic congestion.
 
A right turn lane is needed on Mountain Boulevard , coming from the south, allowing vehicles to turn onto Snake Road .  This lane has been requested previously, but the street is a few feet too narrow to accommodate the four lanes of traffic plus the turn lane.  If the sidewalk in front of the church were relocated approximately two feet to the east, and the street were widened, a right turn lane could be provided.  This would allow people turning up Snake road to clear out of the intersection while the light is red.
 
There is a bus stop at this location.  If the street were a few feet wider, the bus would be able to clear out of the traffic lane.  At present, when the bus stops it blocks a full lane of traffic.
 
On the Snake Road side of the lot, the sidewalk should be widened.  Many people walk from the bus stop on Mountain to the bus stop on Snake Road to transfer buses.  The sidewalk in this location is currently very narrow, and should be widened to provide a safer area for pedestrians.
 
There must be a provision for dropping off and picking up the children from the school completely on site.  Parents must be provided with temporary or short term parking on site, so that they are not tempted to park in the red zone.  There is also a fire hydrant on the Mountain Boulevard side of the lot, so the red zone is for the buses and the fire hydrant.
 
The public street parking on both sides of Mountain Boulevard fills up early with commuters who take AC Transit, so it is not feasible to include street parking as part of the pre-school operation.  The applicant should be required to provide adequate parking on site for all employees, and for a reasonable percentage of parents. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our concerns for this project.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claudia Falconer, Architect
Shepherd Canyon Homeowners Association
Design Review Committee
 
